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  Credits

  DE 2019, Documentary, 102 min

  2K DCP, 5.1 Surround Sound

  Language: German, engl. subtitles

  Producer & Director: Nick Schader

  Cameraman: Nick Schader

  Cutter: Eva-Maria Beck, Thomas Welker

  Effects: Stefan Weinholz

  2nd Cameraman: Marcel Kolvenbach

  Translation: Daniel Gallimore

  Design: www.heiterundsonnig.de
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Synopsis

Imagine, in the middle of Germany, people are living on trees. Imagine, entire 
villages are being destroyed in order to mine coal. Imagine, a small resistance 
is turning into a Germany-wide climate movement.

The documentary Trees of Protest accompanies the climate movement in the 
German lignite area Hambach for more than two years. It tells the story of the 
bitter struggle of environmental activists for climate justice and against the 
mining of lignite by the energy company RWE.

Filmmaker Nick Schader documents how the initially regional resistance 
became a climate movement across German borders and gained international 
attention. The focus of the film are environmental activists who live in dizzying 
heights in the Hambach forest in tree houses, so as to preserve the 12,000-
year-old forest from the planned deforestation. Because RWE also wants to 
clear the remaining remnants of what used to be the largest forest in North 
Rhine-Westphalia for lignite.

Trees of Protest provides insights into the lives of the tree house inhabitants, 
who end up putting their bodies in the way of the grubbing machines. The 
clearance of the tree houses in autumn 2018 led to one of the largest police 
operations in the history of Germany.

The story of the climate struggle is also told on the basis of social media, 
where the #HambiBleibt became a central element for the entire resistance.

The film also lets internationally renowned climate experts have their say and 
explains why Germany clearly misses its own climate protection goals.
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Nick Schader - Biography 

Nick Schader is a German TV-journalist and filmmaker.

After completing his studies in agricultural ecology, he started 
working as a reporter for German broadcasts SWR and ARD.

Since 2004 Nick Schader has produced numerous features and 
30-minutes-documentaries for public service TV stations. In 2010 
he began working as a video journalist for SWR, especially when 
reporting from foreign countries. Ecological topics are particularly 
important to him. Today, he is working as an investigative journalist
for several TV-magazines.

Trees of Protest is his first full-length documentary. In this project 
he was not only the director, but also the camera operator. 
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Interview with Nick Schader

1. How was your first visit to the Hambach Forest?

I had previously read articles and blogs about Hambach Forest. 
But I just had a vague idea what it's going to look like there. I knew
there are tree houses where people live 365 days a year. These 
are activists fighting against lignite. But you can only get an 
accurate picture when you're there, talking to the people and 
experiencing the atmosphere.

2. When did you have the idea for the film?

I visited the Hambach Forest and realized quickly that I wanted to 
make a film about it when I talked to the activists and saw what 
they are like.
When you talk to these people, you see they have a lot in their 
minds, they have thought a lot about what they are doing, why they
are doing it and what personal sacrifices they are making to fight 
for climate justice.

3. You once slept in a tree house on a cold winter night. 
Why did you do this to you?

It was one of my very first days in the Hambach Forest and I really 
wanted to get the atmosphere, and get a sense of what life is like 
in a tree house. Some people live there for several years. 
The night I slept there, it was just above the freezing point. As long 
as the small stove was on, it was still bearable. But when the stove
went out at night, it was icy cold despite my good sleeping bag.
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4. What do you think about the current RWE policy (keyword: 
"Kilmaneutralität" and the brandnew ad slogan "Welcome to the 
renewable age")?

RWE has emitted more carbon dioxide in the last decades than 
any other company in Europe. So it takes a lot more than PR-
Greenwashing to solve this problem. If RWE really starts to get 
greener now - it's high time for that.

5. How would you characterise a good film?

A good film will surprise me and give me new insights into different
aspects of life or society – especially when talking about 
documentaries it can be a wonderful combination of entertainment 
and learning.
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Press Contact

Nick Schader

treesofprotest@email.de

Nick Schader

Eisenbahnstr. 23

D - 67354 Römerberg
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